Mission of Mercy patient characteristics and dental-related emergency department use.
Although dental Mission of Mercy (MOM) events have existed for more than 2 decades and are held in more than 30 states, systematic data collection and reporting on patient characteristics, oral health care use patterns, and oral health care needs are lacking. The authors surveyed patients attending the 2016 Florida MOM, asking about their reasons for seeking oral health care, oral health care use, and dental-related emergency department (ED) use. The authors conducted descriptive and multivariable analyses of survey and patient registration data to describe patient characteristics and examine associations between patient characteristics, time to last dental visit, and ED use. Sixty-six percent of 1,462 study participants reported having orofacial pain; one-third of those were in pain for more than 1 year. Only 18% reported fair or poor overall health, whereas 75% reported fair or poor oral health. Florida MOM attendees who were younger adults, were of non-Hispanic ethnicity, had less than a college education, lived below federal poverty guidelines, and reported poorer oral health were at increased risk of having dental-related ED visits. Incorporating systematic data collection into dental MOM events provides important information about the characteristics and oral health care needs of clinic attendees that can be used to develop programs to address oral health care access on the basis of community-specific needs. Community partners are using study data to develop strategies to address unmet oral health care needs. By systematically collecting information about patients who attend dental MOM events, we can obtain valuable information to create awareness about local community oral health care needs and promote efforts to develop sustainable strategies to improve oral health care access and outcomes.